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Preached in the 


H 10 -C HURCH of Edinbungh, 4 
Monday, January 6th 1745-6. = 


Ps AL Ms Ixxiv. 20. 


Beit eofbetf abteuie men fe dle dat plan at. 
, the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty. = 


GnoRANCE in the Underſtanding, and Per- 
verſeneſs in the Will, are entirely cantrary to. Ul 

the rational Nature, and extremely prejudicial. 
both to the common Intereſt of rational Beings, and 
the Perfection and Happineſs of each Individual: On nn, 
account of the firſt, a rational Creature cannot, on = 
account of the ſecond, he will not govern himſelf, _ 
reaſonably; and theſe two are cloſely connected, and. 
have a mutual Influence; for Ignorance cauſes Vio- 
lence and Perverſeneſs, and theſe, in their Turn. 
produce and beget Ignorihce. | | 
From the Strain of the Pſalm, where my Ten | 
lies, it appears to have been penned during the Ba- - 
byloniſh Captivity, or ſome other melancholy Period . 
of the Ferwiſh Nation: Nor is it improbable, - that 
the Pſalmiſt had been driven to a foreign Land, 5 
where Objects of Violence and Cruelty were conti- | 
Nen before his Eyes. Merhinks he appears 2 ; ! 
uc | 11% 


ſuch a melancholy Air, in the Words of my Text; 
or if he was not a Witneſs of theſe Cruelties, he was 
deeply ſenſible of them, and deeply concerned for the 
Ignorance and Perverſeneſs of Mankind; and there- 
fore he ſends up this Prayer to God, Have reſpert 1 un- 
to the covenant. \ 

In which Prayer we may ſuppoſe two Things are 
included : 

Firſt, A Defire that his Nation might be reſtor- 
ed to their former Liberty and Happineſs, in the 
Enjoyment of true Religion, and being ſafe from 
Violence and Oppreſſion. The whole Strain of the 
Pſalm warrants us to underſtand the Pialmiſt's Prayer 
in this Senſe 3 and in. expreſſing this Deſire, by the 
Phraſe, have reſpect unto the covenant, he has a View 
to the Covenant God had made with their Anceſtors, 
of which it was an exprels Article, That when they 
were delivered up to the Power of their Enemies, as a 
Puniſhment of their Sins, and either oppreſſed in their 
oton, or carried Captives to. a foreign Land; if they 
became ſenſible of their Sins, if they bumbled tbemſelves 
before God, and implored his Mercy and Aid, he would 
forgive and deliver them, and even reſtore them to their 
own Land. This is evident from the 26th Chapter of 
Leviticus, at the 40th Verſe, and downwards; and 
from the firſt five Verſes of the goth Chapter of Deu- 
teronomy: Now, this is the Covenant to which the 
Pſalmiſt prays, that God may have reſpect, and 
in conſequence of it, may deliver his People. But 
Further, 

In the Second Place, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
chat as the Plalmiſt was deeply ſenſible of the Vio- 
lence and Oppreſſion which raged in Lands over- 
ſpread with Ignorance, his good Wiſhes extended 
ie than to the Welfare of his n, | 
an 


. ä 
and that his Prayer includes, that God in his Provi- 
dence would enlighten the dark Places of. the Earth 
with true Knowledge, and eſpecially the Knowledge 
of true Religion, that by means of this Knowledge 
an End might be put to Violence and Oppreſſion, | 
and Mankind laying aſide unjuſt Force, might go- 
vern themſelves by Equity, Juſtice and Mercy. 

The original Word which is tranſlated Cruelty, 
may be underſtood in a more extenſive Senſe, and 
onifies unjuſt and oppreſlive Power, of whatever 
Kind, and not merely the cruel Exerciſe of ſuch a 
Power. 

The Obſervation then of the Plalmiſt, upon which 
his Prayer is founded, is this, That Violence, Op- 
preſſion and Cruelty, are ſo cloſely connected with Ig- 
norance and Error, and ſo greatly influenced by 
them, that the Places of the Earth, which are over- 


ſpread with I groranchy become Manſions of Violence 
and Cruelty. 


I take this Senſe of the Words to be more agree- 
We both to the Original, and to the whole Scrain 
of the Pſalm, than any other Senſe that 1 is put upon 
chem. 

And the Palmiſt's Obſervation is very proper for 
our Meditation, upon the Occaſion of an Anniver- 
fary Meeting of the Society for propagating Chriſti- 
an Knowledge, particularly in the Time of a Rebelli- 
on, which has produeed ſuch Scenes of Violence and 
Oppreſſion. 


I propoſe therefore to illuſtrate the Pſalmiſt's Ob- 
ne and in chis View I would, 


I. er to Ga than there is a natural Cons 
nection betwixt Ignorance and Error on the one 
Hand, and Violence and Cruelty on the other. 

| 5 | | HF 


4 + 
II. I would confirm the Truth of the Pfalmiſt's 
Obſervation, by ſome ume Examples taken from 


rience. And, 


. ill. 1 would draw. fome Inferences from. this 


- 


x the FP" Place, 1 would endeavoarno _ 
that there is a natural Connection betwixt Ignorance 


and Error on the one "Hand, and- Violence and | 


Cruelty on the other, 
And, in the Firſt Place, I otiferve, That onder the 
Word Darkneſs two Things may be comprehended. 
Firſt, The Want of Knowledge, either altogether, 
or in a great Meaſure ; and this may be called Ig- 
norance. Or, Secondly, being blinded by miſtaken 
Notions, and falſe Views, which is properly Error; 
and both theſe, but eſpecially the laſt, are con- 
nected with Violence and Crueltꝛ. 

Secondly, Violence (as it is to be Aide in this 
Argument) confiſts in refuſing to be governed by 
what is reaſonable, equitable and juſt, or to obſerve 
the Rules that are neceſſary for the common Inte- 


reſt of rational Beings, and in breaking thro*, or: 


violating theſe Rules, to gratify a particular Incli- 
nation, Appetite or Paſſion, or to promote a private 
and ſelfiſn Intereſt in a rr to the ra In- 
tereſt of the World. 

Thirdly, This Connection is not ſo ſtrict, that 
| Cruelty and Oppreſſion are exerciſed in Lands of 
Darkneſs, in a preciſe Proportion to their Ignorance 
or Errors; or that the Rules of Juſtice, Equity or 
Humanity are obſerved amongſt Mankind in a pre- 
ciſe Proportion to their Knowledge. This is far from 


being the Caſe; and there are many other Things 


>:fides Ignorance | and * which have an 


In- 
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Influence on the [Morals of Men: Nor can we de- 
ny, but there may have been Nations and Societies, 


which we will ſcarce allow to be civilized, becauſe 


deſtitute of many uſeful Arts and Sciences known 
unto us, and wanting many Refinements in Life, 
(whether true or falſe I ſhall not determine) but ſuch 
as are highly eſteemed amongſt us, where the Rules 
of natural Juſtice, , Equity and Mercy have been 
practiſed in a greater Degree ; and fewer Examples 
of Cruelty and Barbarity been ſeen than in more 
learned Societies, and Nations ſaid to be more civi- 
lized; and that Nations enlightned by Divine Re- 
velation have been greatly corrupted in their Man- 
ners. And the ſame Obſervation will hold with re- 
to particular Perſons. 
For, tho Knowledge is a great Advantage, it is 


not able merely by itſelf to render all who are poſſeſſed 


of it benevolent, humane and juſt, and to overcome 
the Badneſs of every Diſpoſition, A Man may have 
a great Deal of Knowledge, and notwithſtanding be 
a Slave to Senſuality, Pride and Ambition, which 
may ſtifle the Light of his Underſtanding, overcome 
his religious Principles, and excite him to cruel and 
barbarous Actions: Nay, it is. certain, that Know- 
ledge joined to bad Principles and wicked Diſpoli- 
tions, qualifies Men to do greater Miſchief and 
what is true of one. Man, may be equally true.of a 
. Number united in Society. 

Thus there are many Things beſides 1 
and Ignorance, which have an Influence on Mens 
Tempers; nor muſt we pretend that Knowledge 
and Goodneſs always. accompany each other,..and 
that, Cruelty ſprings from no other Source 1 Igno- 
.TANCE, A 
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At che ſame Time it muſt be confeſſed, that 
when the Rules of natural Juſtice, Equity and Mer- 
cy are obſerved, either by particular Perſons, or Na- 
tions and Societies, this ſuppoſes, that theſe Rules 
are known in ſome Degree, und that a total Igno- 
rance doth not prevail; and if ſuch particular Per- 
ſons or Nations have not enjoyed the Benefit of Di- 
vine Revelation, yet neither have they. entertained 


ſuch religious Principles, | as render Mankind ſavage 


and cruel. 
In the Fourth Place, The Obſervation be un- 
derſtood in this Senſe, that clear and extenſive Know. 
ledge, in its own. Nature, and where its Effect is 
not obſtructed ' by Circumſtances of a contrary Ten- 
dency, has a happy Influence to render Men benevo- 
Tent, merciful and juſt; and that Ignorance and 
Error have a contrary Influence and Ten 
- Fifthly, All Sorts of Ignorance or Errors have not 
the ſame dangerous Influence: But the Danger 
chiefly ariſes from Mens being ignorant, or embracing 
erroneous Opinions, either. concerning the Works 
of Nature in general, or concerning Morals and hu- 
man Nature in particular, or ar the Nature 
and Ends of Society, and eſpecially concerning God 
and Religion; to which i, out Doubt, t 
Nals has a Principal Regaid | in the Words of my 
Fer 1 
And that this i is really oe Cale, will be evident, 
if we conlider the Conſequences * Ignorance and 
Error in theſe particular Subjects. 
In general, clear and diſtinct Knowledge nd 
extenſive Views, beſides their Influence in other Re- 
, ſerve to enlarge the human Mind to ſecure us 
from Selfiſhr, i, and what may be called a Little- 
neßz of ** and to diveſt us of that Fondneſs om 
Par- 
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Partiality in our own Favour, which' is incident to 
Men, who have looked but a little Way into the 
World: And therefore the Want of Knowledge muſt 
be a ſenſible Loſs in a Character. But if a Man's 
Knowledge is corrupted ; if Things appear to him 
with a falſe Varniſh, and the Light which is in him 
be Darkneſs, the Caſe is much more dangerous 

By the former Explication of Violence and Op- 
preſſion, it is nothing but Diſorder, or a Violation 
of the Laws of Order, to gratify a particular Incli- 
nation, Appetite or Paſſion, or to promote a private 
and ſelfiſh Intereſt; contrary to the Rules of Order, 
and in Oppoſition to the general Intereſt of the 
World. | „„ 
And therefore, in the frft Place, the more clear 
and extenſive Views Men have of the exact Regulari- 
ty, wiſe Contrivance, and neceſſary Subordination that 
obtains in all the Works of Nature, they muſt be 
more ſenſible of the Excellency, Beauty and Advan- 
tages of that Order, that reigns in this grand Ex- 
emplar; they muſt admire it in general more highly, 
and be leſs diſpoſed to tranſgreſs the Laws of Order in 
any particular Caſe. The Order of the natural will 
lead them to love and admire the Order of the moral 
World, and the Laws which regulate Society and hu- 
man Commerce: But if their Conceptions of Nature be 
confuſed, and if they apprehend that Irregularity and 
Diſorder prevails in Nature, that Chance, or blind 
Neceſſity, or Spirits who act capriciouſly and wildly 
or with Wantonneſs, F icklenel or Malice, preſide 
in it; and that all the Bodies and Operations in Na- 
ture are under their fooliſh and malignant Influence, 


without Steddineſs, and without Uniformity 3 ſuch _ 


Views muſt neceſſarily diſpole Men to, act with leſs 
Regard to Order in any 1 Caſe, and givs 


—— 


(19) | 
Way to Temptations, to the Diſorders of Violence 
and Cruelty. 

Secondly, The fame Thing muſt be the Conſe- 
quence of their Ignorance or Errors, with reſpect to 
Morals and human Nature. 

For if Men are ignorant of the Excellency of 
their rational Faculties and Powers, and how much 
their Happineſs depends on the proper Uſe and due 
Improvement of theſe rational Powers, if they are 
not ſenſible that Progreſs in Knowledge and Wiſ- 
dom, curbing and reſtraining the Appetites to Senſe, 

moderating and governing the Inclination to Riches 
and Dominion, and preſerving a juſt Balance in all 
the Aﬀections, produce the moſt "(oli and ſubſtan- 
tial Happineß, eſpecially if they are corrupted by 
florid Imaginations, and falſe Ideas of ſenſual En- 
joyments, and the Felicity which reſults from Riches, 

Honours and Grandeur: If they overvalue theſe in- 
feriour Goods, and count them the faireſt and moſt 
deſirable Poſſeſſions, and even worthy to be pur- 
chaſed at any-Expence, they muſt in Proportion to 
their Errors of-this Nature be more ſtrongly excited 
| to Senſuality, and may be more eaſily tempted to 
make uſe of Violence and unjuſt Force to procure 
- What they eſteem moſt excellent and folid : And un- 

doubtedly this is one great Source of the Violence 
and Cruelty that have been fo juſtly complained of 
in the World. 

Again, in the Third Place, Erroneous Opinions, 
with reſpect to Society, arid Ignorance of the Nature 
and Ends of Government, muſt be extremely fatal, 
and the Cauſe of great Cruelty and Oppreſſion. 

For if the Principles of a Society be of this Kind ;-— 
that Men are intirely ſelfiſh, and wholly void of Be- 
rene and Good - will to their F cllow-Creatures,--- 


or 
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or that they are incapable of diſintereſted Friendſhip, 


and have not a higher Reliſh of Joys for being mu- 


tual, or by imparting them to others; or that they 
have no Affections leading them to the Love of 


Mankind, or of their Country; —or that Mankind 


entered into Society at firſt, and continue in it ſolely 
from a View each of them to their own Safety, Self- 
preſervation and private Intereſt, without any Love 

and Concern for others ; will they not have leſs Re- 


gard to theſe ſacred Rules of Juſtice and Mercy, 


by which alone Oppreſſion and Cruelty can be pre- 
vented ? And if they imagine, that they entered in- 


to Society, purely with a View to Self- preſervation 
and private Intereſt, will they not be more eaſil 


tempted to ſacrifice both Juſtice and Mercy to this 


private Intereſt, when they can do it with Impunity ? 
Or if they are miſtaken about the Nature and End 


of Government, and embrace erroneous Principles 


concerning the Authority of ſuch as govern, and the 
Meaſures of Submiſſion due from the Subjects; in 


particular, if they believe that abſolute Monarchy is 


the only Government inſtituted and appointed by 
God, or the only Government that can ſecure th 
Peace and Happineſs of Society ;---That the King in 
ſuch a Monarchy ought not to be reſiſted on any 


Pretence whatever; That he cannot forfeit his Au- 
thority by the moſt cruel and oppreſſive Exerciſe of 
his Power ; That this unlimited Power devolves 
upon his next Heir, who cannot be deprived of it 
by any Power upon Earth, © „ 


. 


And if there is any Party among us, who apply 


this Scheme to the Britiſß Government, maintaining, 


That the Brizi/4 Monarchy is an abſolute Monarchy 3 
That the late King James was the lawful Monarch 5 


That he ought not to have been reſiſted at the Re- 
W | yolution 3 
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(12) | 
volution z---That in conſequence of this, the Revolu- 
tion was Rebellion That all that has been done 
to ſupport it, has been Rebellion; That the late 
King Jamess Power and Authority devolved upon 
the Pretender at Rome That this Pretender has a 
hereditary, divine, and indefeaſible Title to the 
Crown, and a Right to govern the Britiſb Nation, 
whether he is Popiſh or Proteſtant 3 and whether he 
is in any Reſpect qualified, or capable to govern the 

Britiſb Nation; and tho? the Brit: Nation muſt be 
ruined by his Government.--- - 5 | 
What a Source of Cruelty and Oppreſſion have 
we in ſuch pernicious Schemes? Are they not big 
with Miſery and Woe ? And muſt not ſuch falſe and 
erroneous Principles in a Court, or in the Country, 
at the ſame Time that they encourage the Prince, 
and all the vile and abandoned Inſtruments of his 
Power, to exerciſe what Cruelty againſt the People 
they judge neceſſary, be a perpetual Bar to the 
People's Relief, and give an effectual Check to that 
Wiſdom and Bravery which might deliver them? 
Laſt of all, Ignorance of God and of Religion, 
and falſe Conceptions of the Divinity, muſt be the 
Origin of Violence and Cruelty. ; 
For the Principles of Religion, and the Views 
which Religion preſents to us of God and his Go- 
vernment, tend to inſpire us with beneyolent and 
generous Deſigns, to purify our Hearts from Ma- 
lice, and to create and heightena Horror and Aver- 
fion to Oppreſſion and Cruelty. eb: 

Are we apt to be ſtruck with an illuſtrious Ob- 
ject, or to be inſenſibly transformed into the Like- 

neſs of an exalted Character of the moral Kind? 
Religion preſents us with the faireſt Model, and the 
moſt perfect Character in Nature, even the . 12 
Es | Father 


* 
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| 
, 


And, beſides the Powers of Senſe and Selt-mo 


oo 
Father of the World, be Father of mercies, and the 
God of all conſolation, a God of truth and without ini- 
quity, who is juſt and righteous, and who loveth righte- 
ouſneſs, who bates the workers of iniquity, who abbors 
the bloody and the deceitful man, and who deteſts Rob- 
bery and Oppreſſion, who is merciful and gracious, 
full of pity and compaſſion, patient and long-ſuffering, 
and whoſe tender mercies are over all bis works. And 
to ſum up all in one Word, whoſe Name and Na- 
ture is Love; muſt not Righteouſneſs and Mercy 


appear more bright in ſuch an exalted Character, 


and ſhine forth with a more powerful and command- 
ing Aſpect? And while we ſtedfaſtly behold this 
Glory of the Lord, muſt we not be changed inte 
the ſame images 80 5 4 
Or has Example a powerful Influence upon us? 
And are we naturally led to copy after the Excellen- 
cies we admire, and imitate what we adore? Reli- 
gion ſets before us the moſt perſect Pattern of all 


moral Excellencies, and an Example the moſt ami- 


able, diſintereſted, intereſting and commanding, in 
the Goodneſs and Mercy of God, and the Effects 


of his Love and Concern for his Creatures. Promp- 


ted by this infinite Goodneſs, he hath raiſed up, 
and continually upholds and preſerves: this Grand 
Univerſe. He hath formed an amazing Variety of 
rational and animal Creatures, to whom he might 
communicate his Bounty, He hath indued them 
with the admirable Powers of Senſe and Perception: 
He hath framed the Bodies of Animals with the 
moſt exquiſite Art; and in particular he hath dif- + 
play'd his Goodneſs to Man: His Body he hath 
wrought curiouſly. and wonderfully, and inſpired him 
with an immortal Spirit of a heavenly Original: 
LON, 


| | E 
hath adorned him with the nobler Faculties of Rea- 
fon and Liberty. He hath likeways repleniſhed all 
the Parts of Nature with plentiful Stores of what- 
ever is neceſſary or convenient, delicious or agree- 
able, and hath prepared and laid up all Sorts of 
rich Materials, and provided in the moſt ample and 
Jiberal Manner for the Neceſſities of his Creatures, 
and of Man in particular, whom he hath highly 
dignified, and conſtituted the Lord of this Earth. 
Nor does he neglect and forſake his Creation af- 
ter it is formed, and like the Gods of a Heathen 
Poet, being fecure of an eternal Peace and Felicity 
in his high Abodes, takes no Concern in what paſſes 
here below ; but he exerciſes an univerſal Providence, 
He governs his Creatures with Wiſdom and Juftice, 
and intereſts himſelf in the Affairs of the World for 
their Good; without him 4 ſparrow cannot fall on 
the ground; and the very hairs of our beads are all 
membered. 

And bel Mankind by the Abuſs of their Liber- 
ty, were become guilty before God, and had expo- - 
fed themſelves to that Miſery and Wretchednefs 
which is the Conſequence of Guilt, the Goodnefs 
and Mercy of God ſhone forth more conſpicuout- 
| 1yi in redeeming us from Guilt and Miſery, and ſend- 
ing his Son into the World to fave us: For God /o 
loved the world that be gave his only begotten Son, that 
wpboſoever believeth in bim ſhould not periſh, but have 

everlaſting life. And God commendeth his love to us, 
in that 22 We were ſinners, Cbriſt died for us: 
Nor hath God ſpared bis own Son, but through him 
both offers us Mercy and Grace for the Forgiveneſs 
of our paſt Sins, and a divine Help to recover us 
from the Power of corrupt Appetites and Paſſions, 


| er _— us to Soundneſs and Integrity. 
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Religion further preſents us with the moſt illuſtrĩ- 
ous Example of Goodneſs, Compaſſion and Conde- 
ſcenſion in the Undertaking of our Saviour, and his. 
dying for us. 

Now, it Example be acknowledged to have a 
powerful Influence, and a commanding Force, do. 
not ſuch illuſtrious Examples of Goodneſs, Mercy 
and Concern, naturally tend to inflame us with the 
like Paſſion, and utterly to kill and extinguiſh all 
Motions to Malice and Cruelty : Hath our heavens. 
ly Father ſhewn ſuch Affection and Regard to us, 
and ſhall not we ſhew the like Affection and Regard 
tb others? Is God ready to forgive us ſo many 
great and highly aggravared Offences, and ſhall 
not we be ready to forgive the ſmaller Offences of 
our Brethren? Hath God ſhewn ſuch Pity and Pa- 
rience, and Long ſuffering towards us, and ſhall we. 
ſhew no Pity nor Compaſſion for others? When 
God is ſo kind and merciful, ſhall we be cruel and 

unjuſt? Hath our Saviour expoſed himſelf to fo Y 
many Injuries, and ſuch cruel Sufferings for our Sake, 
and ſhall we retain or cheriſh Malice in our Hearts, 
and be injurious or cruel to any? oY 

Further, if Authority can prevail with us to ab- 4 
ſtain from Violence and Injuſtice, Religion inſiſts on | 
an Authority of the higheſt Kind, and ſets before us | 

the Command of God himſelf, the great Lord and A 
Governor of the Univerſe, to be mexciful and jult, 1 
and to avoid all Sorts of Cruelty and Oppreſſion. 

And if Gratitude can engage us, this is the Com- 
mand of him from whom we have received the 
greateſt Benefits. 'Tis the Command of him who 
hath created and preſerved us, and from whom all 

our Advantages flow; and 'tis the Command of him 
who hath redeemed us and died for us, WT; 
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Or if we are alluref! and excited by Hope,Religh- 
on ſets before us the moſt glorious Hopes of an eter- 
nal State of Happineſs hereafter, Religion aſſures us 
that there is a reward for the righteous, and that the 
merciful are bleſſed, for they (hall obtain mercy. Reli- 
gion encourages us to Righteouſneſs and Compaſſi- 
on, by the Proſpect of the Divine Favour. Religi- 
on promiſes eternal Life to them who by patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing, ſeek for glory and honour and im- 
mortality. Religion ſecures glory and honour and peace 
s every man that worketh good. 

And becauſe we are greatly influenced by Fear, 
Religion ſets the Terrors of the Almighty debe us, 
to reſtrain us from Injuſtice and Cruelty, aſſuring us, 
that tribulation and anguiſh ſhall fall upon every ſoul of 
man that doth evil ; 1 the Lord hateth 1 wicked, 
and bim that loveth violence, and ſhall rain fuares, fre 

and brimftone, and an horrible tempeſt upon them, and 
| that Mars and murderers ſhall have their part in the 

ke that burneth with fire and brimſtone. 
And thus the Principles of Religion, and the Views 
which Religion preſents to us of God and his Go- 
vernment tend to inſpire us with benevolent and ge- 
nerous Deſigns, to purify our Hearts from Malice, 
and to create and heighten a Horror and Averſion 
to Oppreſſion and Cruelty. 

From which I may juſtly conclude, that it is a 
manifeſt Diſadvantage to be ignorant of the Prin- 
ciples and Doctrines of Religion: That if Men are 
—_ of Religion, they want many powerful 

otives to excite them to Juſtice and Mercy, and 
to deter them from Oppreſſion and Cruelty » How 
dangerous therefore is Ignorance of this Sort? 
But the Danger increaſes, if we embrace falſe Sy- 
ſtems of Divinity, and worſhip a Being whoſe Cha- 

racter is repreſented either as weak or wicked, 


Far 
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- For if we conceive that God is not perfectly 
Joſt: equitable and good, that he acts with Malice 
or Cruelty, or according to Caprice, or an arbitrary 


Will not influenced by Reaſon, Mercy and Juſtice, 


or that he is unconcerned about what paſſes in the 


World, and neither . ſupports. Righteouſneſs, nor is 
offended with Injuſtice, or that he is implacable; or 

if placable, muſt be attoned by human Sacrifices, or 
cruel Rites of any Kind, or-that he is ſubje& to hu- 


man Paſſions, and Weakenefits and Luſts; or that 


there are no Rewards for the Righteous, nor Puniſh- 
ments for the Unjuſt after this Life; Muſt not ſuch 


falſe Views of the Divinity leſſen Mens Regard to 
Juſtice and Mercy, and their Horror and Averſion 


to Injuſtice and Cruelty, and gradually and imper- 
ceptibly lead them to imitate the Character of that 


Being whom they honour and adore? | 

And thus Ignorance. of Nature in general, and of 
Morals and human Nature in particular, and of the 
Nature and Ends of Society, and eſpecially of God 


and of Religion, appears to be naturally connected 


with Violence and Cruelty, - | 
But notwithſtanding all that has been faid, and a 


great deal more which might have been faid on this 
Argument, as there have been few Syſtems of any 
Kind, even ſuch as are of the greateſt Importance, 
which have not been denied or diſputed, ſo neither 
has the Doctrine I have been illuſtrating wanted its 


Opponents, learned Advocates have riſen up to de- 


fend the Cauſe of Ignorance, and in particular an 
Author * who has been much read of late Years,. to 


whom 1 ſhall not retuſe the Title of Ingenious, and 
8 


1 wiſh 


* 
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T wiſh his Syſtem may not have too many Admirers. 
This Author has pled the Cauſe of Ignorance with a 
great deal of Art, and hath aſſerted, that Ignorance 
in the great Body of a Nation, is ſo far from being 
of dangerous Conſequence, that it is even uſeful, and 
a certain Portion of it is neceſſary in a well ordered 
Society. 

And as this notable Author has publiſhed an Eſſay 
on Charity, and Cbarity- Schools, in which Charity- 
Schools are not only repreſented to be uſeleſs, but 
pernicious, 1t may not perhaps be improper to take 
ſome Notice of his Arguments. 

According to this notable Author, human Society 
cannot be ſupported without Ignorance, at leaſt, can- 
not be ſupported in that Grandeur and Magnificence, | 
or arrive at that Opulence in which we ſee it at pre- 
ſent, For, as in order to this Magnificence, a great 
deal of hard Work, and, as he calls it, dirty La- 
bour muſt be performed, if all Mankind were bleſ- 
ſed with a clear Knowledge, and extenſive Views of 
the Works of God and Men, none would be found 
to undergo this hard Labour, Or, if any thro' Ne- 
ceſſity were obliged to it, they muſt undertake it 
with a great deal of Sorrow and Regrate, and be mi 
ſerable in Proportion to their Knowledge, which in- 
ſtead of making them happy, would rather ſerve to 
diſcover the Meanneſs of their Condition and Em- 
ployment, and fill their Minds with a ſenſible Unea- 
ſineſs and deep Concern. From all which he argues, 
that de is is of no [ſmall Advantage in Society, 
that a certain Portion of it is even neceffary and the 
leſs the poorer Sort know, it is the better, both for 
themſelves and others: And on the whole he con- 
cludes, that — Schools, as s they propagate 

Knows 
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Knowledge too much, are uſeleſs, if not a Plague to 

Society. 

Thus I conceive you have the Objection in its full 

Force. I have thought it proper to take notice of 

it on ſuch an Occaſi ion, and ſhall endeavour to an- 

ſwer it as briefly as poſſible, I am ſenſible, that a 

great deal might be ſaid upon it, and that the Na- 

ture of ſuch a Diſcourſe will not allow me to ſay 
much; yet J hope to be able to ſay enough, to ſhow 
its Weakneſs and bad Tendency, 

And, in the fir Place, allowing this Objection 
to be true, and to have its full Force, it could only 
prove, that Society neither is at preſent, nor perhaps 
ever has been ſo well conſtituted, as it might have 
been, for anſwering all the Ends and Purpoſes which 
rational Creatures ſhould have in View, by entering 
into it. 

Nov, as I conceive ſuch Creatures ought not only 
to propoſe their mutual Safety from Violence and In- 
Juſtice, and the Pleaſures which flow from Friendſhip 
-and Fellowſhip, but alſo their mutual Improvement 
in uſeful Arts and Sciences, and more ſpeedy Advan- 

ces in Knowledge, and that by their joint and com- 
bined Labours, they might be able to cultivate and 
ſubdue this Earth with greater Advantage, might 
provide greater Store of Neceſſaries and Convenien- 
ces, and turn to their Uſe and Benefit all che rich 

Materials that are in Nature. 

Clear and extenſive Knowledge is the Glory of 
Men, a3 rational Creatures; and, as Animals, Labour 
is not only neceſſary for purchaſing their Food, and 
other Conveniences, but alſo for Health, 1 pre- 
ſerving the animal Oeconomy in Vigour and Repair. 
And as Knowledge is moſt ſucceſsfully acquired by 


united Endeavours, ſo Mankind cannat cultivate and 
ſabdus 


ee | 

ſubdue the Earth to ſo great Advantage ſeparately, 
as by. their joint and combined Labours: For which 
Reaſons, Regard ought to be had to both theſe Ends 
in framing and modelling Society, which ought to 
be conſtituted in ſuch a Manner, if poſſible, that the 
Labours of Mankind may, not be ſo hard, ſevere and 
continued, as to become mere Drudgery, and nei- 
ther leave Time, nor give proper Opportunities for 
acquiring Knowledge; far leis ought they to be ſo fa- 
tiguing and waſting, as to deſtroy the Taſte of Know- 
ledge. And I cannot but confeſs, that when I be- 
hold the ſevere and conſtant Labours of ſo many of 
my Brethren of Mankind, which often deprive them 
of the Opportunities, and indiſpoſe them too much 
for the Reliſh of Knowledge, for which they are ſo 
well qualified by Nature; and when 1. ſee them 
treated rather like Beaſts of Burden than rational 
Creatures, I cannot but be ſorry, that ſeveral Parts 
of the famous Model for regulating a Community, 
formed by the great and excellent Sir Thomas More, 
once Lord High Chancellor of England, ſhould ei- 
ther be impracticable, or be deemed impracticable, - 
if they are not, or that Knowledge ſhould not be 

univerially ſpread among Mankind by ſome other 
Methods. 7 # Fro | 
According to the ingenious Plan of the learned 
More, Labour is fo equitably divided among all the 
Members of the Community, and ſo few are altoge- 
ther exempted from it, that no particular Perſon is 
obliged to what can be called Drudgery or continual 
Labour, and ſufficient Care is taken, both that Time 
_ * ſhould be allotted, and proper Opportunities afforded 
to all in the Society to acquire Knowledge. What 
Pity a Plan, whoſe Aims are fo grand and noble, 
ſhould be fo generally underſtood to labour _—_ 2 
7 oF undi 
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fundamental Defect, and to be a mere Utopia, which 
can exiſt nowhere, or that more effectual Regulations 
for propagating Knowledge univerſally have not 
been eſtabliſhed in Governments that actually exiſt ? 
And tho? it ſhould be granted, that this notable 
Scheme is in the Main an Utopia, and impractica- 
ble, not only becauſe other Models have taken a deep 
Root, but alſo, becauſe ' cis inconſiſtent with the Prin- 
ciples, Appetites and Paſſions of human Nature, it 
doth nor follow, that other Schemes might not be 
found out, by which Knowledge might be propagat- 
ed univerſally, in a Conſiſtency with the neceſſar 
Labours of Mankind : And therefore the aforeſaid 
Objection, when allowed to have its full Force, can 
only prove, that ſuck a Scheme has never been found 
out, but not that Ignorance is neceſſary or profitable 
in human Society. But, | ert 
2dly, Taking Society as it is conſtituted at preſent, 
and with all its Imperfections, this Objection is weak, 
and inſufficient to prove, that Ignorance is an Ad- 
vantage, or that Knowledge ought not to be propa- 
gated univerſally amongſt Mankind, and that Cha- 
rity-Schools are uſeleſs or pernicious. For, in the 
firſt Place, nothing further needs be allowed in this 
Argument, than that, as Society 1s conſtituted at pre- 
ſent, all Kinds of Arts and Sciences are not equally 
proper for all Stations and Conditions in Life, but 
that each Condition demands a ſuitable Diſcipline 
and Education, and that the Children -of the Poor 
ought not to be trained up in the ſame Manner as 
the Children of the Rich, which is moſt certainly 
true. Or, : | 43 
Secondly, That the Methods of Education in ſome 
Charity-Schools, have not been ſo well adjuſted in 
this Reſpect as they might haye been, and that great - 


* 
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er Care has been taken to inſtruct the Children In 
Things improper, or at leaſt lels neceſſary, than in 
training them up to that Labour that is ſo ſuitable 
to their Condition in Life, and 1s calculated to ren- 
-der them more ufeful in Society, after they have left 
-theſe Schools. 

T birdy, I would obſerve, that it cannot be juſtiy 
ſaid, that the Knowledge of God and of our Saviour, 
and the Principles of our holy Religion, which the 
Children of the Poor are taught in Charity-Schools, 
can render them unfit, or indiſpoſe them for hard 
Labour. Can the inſtructing them to read the Seri p- 
tures while they are very young; or can teaching 
them Writing, and a little Arithmetick, in ſome 
Caſes, have ſuch an unhappy Effect? And tho' all 
will. confeſs, that the Methods of our Education 
might be amended in ſeveral Reſpects, and that 
Children at School might be trained up to ſome Sorts 
of Labour, as well as taught to read and write, and 
that ſome Kinds of Labour might prove as agreea- 
-ble to them, and as much their Diverſion, as their 
idle and dirty Plays; yet our Methods of Educa- 
tion are not ſo bad, that our Schools ſhould be rec- 
koned Nutfances and Plagues; nor are our Charity- 
-Schools worſe than others. And I do not ſee, that 
forbearing to teach the Bulk of our Children to read 
and write, would promote Induſtry and profitable 
Labour. Experience doth not make this probable, 
and the Times of univerſal Ignorance, when very 
few could either read or write, were not Limes in 
which Agriculture and Manufactures flouriſhed : On 
the contrary, they were fierce and ſavage Times, 
and Times of the greateſt Idleneſs. Agriculture 
and Manufactures, Trade and Commerce, have 
-fouriſhed much more ſince Reading and * 
2 ave 


7 MS  v vv > og SSR oh n 


23 
have been common: LA in the remote Places of the 
Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, where few can ei- 
ther read or write, there is yet leſs Induſtry or In- 
clination to profitable Labour: And do not we ſee 


the Bulk of our Children, after they come from 


School, apply themſelves to Buſineſs and hard La- 
bour with Induſtry and Pleaſure ? And why ſhould 
not Children — at Charity-Schools behave in the 
ſame Manner ? 

Fourthly, If ever the Children taught at Charity 
Schools appear to be indiſpoſed for Labour, and ei- 
ther become idle and profligate on the one Hand, or 
too aſpiring on the other, this does not proceed from 
the Knowledge they have gained of the Principles of 
Religion and Morals in the Charity-Schools, but 
from ſome unlucky or wrong Turn in their Temper 
and Diſpoſition, of which we may ſee daily Inſtan- 
ces among the Youth of all Kinds, as well as among 
thoſe who have been taught at Charity-Schools. 

Fiſthly, Is it not a ridiculous and abſurd Aſſerti- 
on, whatever plauſible Turns may be given to it, 
that poor Children, either deſtitute of their Parents, 


or whom their Parents can neither maintain nor edu- 


cate, ſhould either be left to ſtarve, or be obliged to 
go up and down begging, and contract all thoſe 
Habits of Idleneſs and Vice, which are acquired in 
ſuch a Life, by which they become intirely profli- 

gate, than be taken Care of, when they are young 
and helpleſs, regularly fed, and taught the Prin- 
ciples of Religion and Morals, eſpecially if at the 
ſame Time they are alſo trained up, and inured to 
ſuch Labour as their tender Age enables them to en- 
dure? And as this is the Method in ſeveral Charts 


iy Schools, particularly one in your View, I mean 
the 
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the Orphan Hoſpital of this City, where the Children 


are cloath'd in their own Manufacture; fo the Socie- 


ty for propagating Chriſtian Knowledpe have obtained 
a Patent for employing a Part of their Funds in 
training up the Childrea to Huſbandry and Manu- 
factures. N 1 

Sixtbiy, Is there not ſomething due to the loweſt 
of Mankind, who are endowed with immortal Spirits. 
As rational Creatures they are fitted by Nature for 
the Pleaſures and Advantages of Knowledge; and 
ſnall they be intirely abandoned to a ſtupid Igno- 
rance ? Is there no Regard to be had to their Minds? 
Muſt they be conſidered only as Drudges, and Beaſts 
of Burden to the rich and great? What a melan- 
choly and wretched View does this afford us of So- 


ciety, and of Mankind, if the Poor muſt be ma- 


naged in this Manner, for ſupporting what is called 
the Grandeur, Magnificence, and Opulence of Soci- 
ety? And if this be Policy, how ſavage and cruel 
is this Policy; and how. much to be deteſted by eve- 

d natured Man, eſpecially by a Chriſtian, 
who muſt form higher Ideas of the Worth and Dig- 
nity of theſe Souls? And ſhall we (according to 
the Stile of the Apoſtle Pau!) through our knowledge, 
and refined Policy, deſtroy our Brethren for whom 
Cbriſt died? Rather than do this, let us abate ſome- 
what of the Grandeur and Magnificence of Socie- 
ty, if it be neceſſary, and prefer Knowledge, Piety 
and Virtue, to Grandeur and Magnificence. But alas 
how falſe are many of our Ideas of Magnificence and 
Refinement? There have been Times when theſe Ma- 
nufactures, which are left to the loweſt and pooreſt 
of the People, and are ſo much deſpiſed by the rich 
and great, who rather chuſe to ſpend their Time in 
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an inglorious _ Eaſe and Idleneſs, or. in trifling and 
pernicious Gaming, or in the fooliſh and filly Pomp 
of viſiting and Show, worſe than Idleneſs itfelf ; I 
ſay, there have been Times when theſe Manufactures, 
and eſpecially Agricultare, and the moſt uſeful Arts 
of ſpinning and weaving, were in the higheſt Ho- 
nour, nor deſpiſed by the rich and great. In anci- 
ent Times the greateſt Sages and Lawgivers delighted 
in the plaineſt and moſt ſimple Methods of living, 
and the moſt eminent Generals have heen taken from 


the Plow, and after doing the moſt ſignal Service to 


their Country, and gaining the moſt glorious Victo- 
ries over its Enemies, have returned with the high- 


eſt Satisfaction and Contentment to their peaceful 


Labours. And ſhall we, a Set of falſe Politicians, 


who in many Reſpects are ſo far inferior to the anci- 


ent Legiſlators, and. have ſuch narrow and contrac- 
ted Views in modelling our Societies, as ſcarce to aim 


at any Thing further than Safety from Injuries, ne- 


glecting greatly a proper Education, and Diſcipline 
or Virtue z Shall we ſo avowedly undervalue theſe 
honourable Employments of Agriculture and Manu- 
facture, and . by, conſidering them only as dirty 
Work and mean Labour, Parks worthy to be un» 
dertaken by any except ſuch as cannot read, encou- 
rage a falſe Taſte of Politenels? And thus, after all 
theſe: over-refined, and by ſome ſo highly valued 
and boaſted Speculations, on the Neceſlity of Igno- 
rance, degenerate into the moſt wretched Policy, 
and the moſt ſavage Barbarity ; and when ſearched 
to the Boztom, are only a diſhonourable and open 
giving up of the higher Inter-ſts of the rational Na- 
ture, to the lower Intereſts of Senſe and Paſſion ;, a 
ſacrificing of the Intereſts of the great Body of Man- 


kind, to the Intereſts of a few; and inftcad of re- 
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68 and exalting human Nature, tend wholly to 
corrupt and depreſs it. How far inferior are * 
Schemes of this modern to the nobler Syſtems of 
ancient Sages and Lawgivers, who had a principal 
Regard to Man's rational Nature, in their Models of | 
Government, and, propoſed ſuch Rules and Laws, as 
tended to makethe Clery knowing, wiſe and virtuous. 

Laſt of all, and to complete my Anſwer, the 


Author of this Objection muſt give it up entirely, 


p as far as it ſtrikes againſt the Society for propagating 
briſtian Knowledge, ſince he allows, that as the fame 
Medicines are not equally proper for all Conſtitu- 
tions, and a Man in; a Lethargy muſt not be treated 
in the ſame Manner, as if he was ſick for Want of 
Reſt; ſo the ſame Rules are not proper for all So- 
cieties; and that tho* Great Britain has too many 
knowing Men, Ruſſia has too few. From whence 
it may be juſtly inferred, that a Society for propagating 


| Chriſtian Kori, in the Highlands and Iſlands of 


Scotland, fo greatly overſpread with Ignorance and 
Barbarity, is a moſt excellent and uſeful Inſtitution, 
and well deſerves to be encouraged, _ 

And thus the notable Maxim, that Ignorance i is 
neceſſary and beneficial in Society, falls to the 
Ground, and appears neither to be ſupported by 
Reaſon nor Experience; but both Reaſon and Ex- 
perience ſhew, that Ignorance. hath a baneful In- 
fluence, and is connected with Violence and Cruelty. 
I have alread y offered ſome Arguments to prove, 
that this Connection is natural. I proceed now to 
conſider, how the Caſe ſtands in eren: And 
J doubt not, but this Subject will receive a ſtrong 


additional Confirmation and Evidence from Expe- 


rience, and the {Tg of the World ; which leads 
me to the 
| 7 E had 
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Second Head of my Diſcourſe, namely, to con- 
firm the Truth of the Pſalmiſt*s. Obſervation, by * 
ſome particular Examples taken from Experience. 

And the Firſf I adduce is of the monſtruous 
Cruelty and Oppreſſion exerciſed by favage Tyrants, * 
whether Monarchs, or their Miniſters and Officers, 
both ancient and modern, particularly the Afatick 
or Faſtern, and ſome of the African Monarchs; in 
Compariſon of whoſe Tyranny, European Tyranny 
may perhaps be thought gentle, even French Tyranny”? 
to be Mildneſs, as dreadful as it is in itſelf, and 'as. 
much as it ought to be abhorred by happy Britains, 

who live under ſo mild a Government: But un- 
der the cruel Governments of ſuch oppreſſive Ty= 
rants, the Will and Pleaſure of the Prince is the 

Law ; he plunders, tortures and kills as Wanton- 
neſs, Caprice or Suſpicion incites him, and horrid 
Examples of Barbarity are daily ſeen, Now, theſe 
tyrannical. Governments have fixed their Seat, and 
taken the firmeſt Root in Nations blinded by 
Heatheniſh Superſtition and Mahometan Darkneſs % 
Ignorance and Error is their firmeſt Support; nor 
could they have ſubſiſted during fo many Ages, had 
Men enjoyed the pure Light of the Goſpel, and 
been bleſſed with juſt and reaſonable Notions of Mo 
rals and Religion; and for this Reaſon, theſe G04 

vernments knowing their own Intereſt, cheriſh Igno⸗ 
rance and Error with a ſuperſtitious Cate, © 7 
The Second Example I adduce is of the barbarous 

a Cruelties, which have been exerciſed. under the No- 

1 tion of Religion, and are derived from Tgnorance, 

5 


% 


Error and Superſtition, 


Hence ſprung many cruel and horrid Rites, by 
which the Heathens ſought to appeaſe their Deities. 
Hence their cutting and wounding themſelves before 


— 
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the Altars of their Gods ; their offering wy up to their 


Divinities their Enemies and Priſoners taken in 
War; yea, ſacrificing the nobleſt of their Country, 
and even their tender and deareſt Children, to pro- 
cure the Favour of their Gods. 

And under this Head may be e all 
violent and cruel Perſecutions for Conſcience Sake; 
and that bloody Rage with which fierce Bigots of 


every kind have purſued ſuch as they reckoned falſe 


Worſhippers; a fertile Source of Cruelty, nor begun 
in modern Times, but of an ancient Date, and ex- 
erciſed by Heathens againſt one another, tho? never 
perhaps raging ſo fiercely, until the Perſecutions of 
the Chriſtian Church by the Pagan Emperors of 
Rome. But, 
In the Third Place, The Violence and Cruelty of 
the Church of Rome deſerves our particular Attention. 
And here we ſhould recall to our Thoughts the ty- 
ranical Dominion this Church hath uſurped, and exer- 
ciſed over Mankind, her unjuſt and exorbitant De- 
mands, and Exactions of Money, under the Pre- 
tence of the Service of God and his Church, but in 
Reality for maintaining the numerous Swarms, and 
various Orders of the Clergy in lazy Opulence, and 
the Aﬀfluence and Magnificence of worldly Power, 
in which Delign ſhe hath alſo ſucceeded ; (tho* by 
the vileſt Arts and moſt ſhameful Impoſitions) and 
by amaſſing ſo great a Part of the Wealth of Chri- 


ſttians, hath drained and impoveriſhed. the People in 


a moſt mercileſs. Manner. We ſhould: remember 
likewiſe the cruel Perſecutions ſhe hath raiſed in an- 
cient and modern Times, againſt all who preſumed 
to differ from her, and refuſed to ſubmit to her Au- 
thority; the bloody Maſſacres which ſhe excited in 
Fronce ſoon after the Reformation, and in Ireland, in 

the 


EE tC a 
the Time of our Civil Wars; the Cruelties exerciſed” 
againſt the Proteſtants of Bae: after the Edi& of 
Nantz was recalled, by one of the bigotted Princes of 
het Communion, eut of pure Zeal to the Church; 
eſpecially we ſhould remember a ſtanding Monu-. 


ment of her Violence and Cruelty, in the dreadful. 
Tortures and horrible Executions of the Court of 


Inquiſition, and the pernicious Doctrines of th 
Church, by which Breach of Faith, annulling an nd 


violating the moſt ſacred Oaths, and all Sorts of. 
Barbarities for the Sake of Religion, are juſtified, 
Now, theſe Cruelties are a lively Example of the 
Pſaltmiſt*'s Obſervation. As this tyrannical Hierarch 

was raiſed up at firſt, made gradual Advances, al- 
ways has been and ſtill is ſupported by Ignorance 
and Error; as it began and came to its Height in 
dark and ignorant Ages, and was built upon the 
Ruins of Knowledge and Learning; and tis only 
in this Senſe that we ought to underſtand and allo 

the Maxim, That Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion, 
meaning a Devotion to a bloody and perſecuting 


Church, and a Devotion that leads to Violence and 


Cruelty. | 
In the Fourth Place, ! might ad duce, as Proofs of 
the Plalmiſt's Obſervation, many cruel Cuſtoms of 


dark and ignorant Ages and Nations, both ancient 
and modern: But that I may not launch out into 


too many Particulars, I only take notice of the crue 


Torments, with which ſome ignorant and ſavage 
Nations t their Enemies to Death; of the Cannibals 
who eat human Fleſh; of the blinded Nations, who 
ſell their Children and their Countrymen for Slaves: 
And 1 ſhall only add to theſe, two or three Cuſtoms 
of the ancient Inhabitants of this Iſland, which be gan 
in Times of Darla and certainly aroſe from 190 


a) 
Ignorance and S ente, And I have chiefly i in, 
my View the cruel, as well as falſe and abſurd Me- 
thods among the Sexons, of trying whether Perſons 
accuſed of Crimes were guilty ; as by the Ordeal or 
Trial by Fire and Water, of which they had dif- 
1 Sorts, all of them cruel and abſurd; one of 
the er Ange as a Specimen of the reſt, 
The Method was Ne the Perſon 8 of a 
Crime was made to walk. Bare: foot and Blind- fold 
over nine red hot Plow-ſhares, placed at a ſtated 
Diſtance: If he had the good Luck to come off un- 
Hurt, he was declared innocent; but in caſe he was 
een he was pronounced guilty. The reſt were 
uch of the ſame Nature. p 
"They alſo allowed a Perſon accuſed. to vindicate i 
bimſelf, by challenging his Accuſer to a ſingle Com- 
bat, and determined A Innocence or Guilt by his 
or bad Succeſs . 
” Nor can T orbit the cruel and abſurd Methods of 
tr rying Witcheraft, which were formerly in uſe a- 
tmong the common People in this Part of the Iſland, 
che; now, as I would fain believe, intirely fallen 
into Deſuetude: One of them deſerves to be men- 
tioned; the Perſons ſuſpected of Witchcraft were 
throwh into' a Pond or River, with their Thumbs 
and Toes tied together; if they ſunk, they were be- 
neved i innocent; but if they floated on the Surface 
f the Water, they were thought to be guilty; 
fle cruel and ſavage was ſuch a Cuſtom e 
But to paſs over Fhings that are of an older Date: 
In the laft Place, Have we not a melancholy Ex- 
Simple of this Ab before our A in the 1 
an 
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if, See. Rapine's "Diſſertation concerting che 1 Sarong, 
bre the Reign of William the * 


FP 

and horrid Rebellion, which has been raiſed againft 
our moſt gracious, and only rightful: and lawful So- 
vereign King George, in Favour of a Popiſ Pretender. 
For this Rebellion owes its Riſe and \ Progreſs to 
Ignorance and Superſtition z it began in the moſt 
ignorant, wild, and barbarous Part of our Country 

it has been chiefly ſupported by the. moſt ignorant 
mn rſtitious of our Countrymen, the moſt fa- 
* 2 the Highland Clans; ( for all the Clans have 
— joined in 2 but the Heroes in this Rebellion 
are ſuch as have no juſt Notions of Religion or 
Morals, ſuch as are groſly ignorant of human Na- 
ture, and the Nature of Government, who know 
no Law but the Will of their Chief, and think them- 
ſelves bound to give a blind Obedience to the worſt 
of his Commands. There are few who live in the 
better inſtructed and more civilized Places of Scot 

land, who have favoured this Attempt, as they ſee 
it is entirely calculated to introduce Violence and 
Oppreſſion. And it will always be very difficult, ib 
not impoſſible, to find any conſiderable Number in 

ſuch Places to ſupport a Rebellion of this Nature. 
For the wiſer and more knowing Part of the Na- 
tion, who underſtand the Excellency and Advantages 
of the Proteſtant Religion, and the dangerous and 
pernicious Principles and Spirit of Popery, who have 
juſt Views of human Nature and Society, and of the 
End and Deſign of Government, and who under- 
ſtand the Britiſh Conſtitution, and have taken Care 
to be acquainted with the State of England and Scots 
_ before and ſince the Revolution under the late 


ng James, muſt acknowledge, That the Revolution 


8 eech juſt and lawful, and perfectly agreeable 
to our Conſtitution ; Thar i It was a moſt happy E= 
wer] by which we were delivered from the Tyran: 


ay. 


2 | T hat we nw been ſo far from having Juſt Reaſon. to 
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ny of a a Prince bigotted to Popery in the higheſt De 
gree, who was taking wide and undiſguiſed Steps to 
deſtroy the Proteſtant Religion, and eftabiſh — 
and had aſlerted and aſſumed a Power to diſpenſe 
with all our Laws by his ſingle Authority, by which 
our Monarchy, inſtead of continuing limited and 
legal, muſt have become abſolute and arbitrary; 
That as we had been delivered by the Wiſdom 1 
Valour of the great King William III. of immortal. 
Memory, ſo it was neceſſary, for the Safety o of theſe 
Kingdoms, and ſecuring the Bleſſings of the Revo- 
lution, to ſettle him on the Throne That, for the 
fame Ends, it was neceſſary to exclude all Popiſh 
Princes, and ſettle the | Succeſſion to the Crown 
in the Froteſtant Heirs, 22 to their Pro- 
pinquity That by this juſt, legal, and happy, 
Settlement, our excellent Religion is fully and ef- 
fectually ſecured, which was never done before the 
Revolution, as the Adminiſtration was ſo much un- 
der the Influence of Popiſh Kings, or Popiſh Queens, 
or Popiſh Councils ;. That we have enjoyed greater 
Happineſs, and more ſolid and ſubſtantial Bleſſings 
ſince the Revolution, than ever we did before; That 
there never was a more happy Period in our Hiſtory, 
I might perhaps add in the Hiſtory of any Nation, 
during ſo long a Time; That ever ſince the Revo- 
lution we have been free from the illegal Attempts 
of the preceeding Period, and our Government been 
entirely legal; That we have been likewiſe free from 
the Severities of the preceeding Period, and the Admi- 
niſtration been mild and gentle in the higheſt Degree; 
That none can complain that they have not enjoyed 
Liberty of Conſcience, Freedom of Speech, and the 
Liberts of the Preſs, in the moſt ample Manner ; 


n 


ende of 3 or Oppreſſion, that, on the 


contrary, our Religion, our Lives, our Liberties and 
our Properties have been more ſecure than under any 
former Period whatever; That none of our Princes 
ſince the Revolution have made the leaſt Attempt, 
or ſhewn the leaſt Deſign or Inclination to attempt 
any Thing againſt our Religion, Liberties and Laws 


That this is true in particular of the two Princes of 


the illuſtrious Family of Hanover, King George I. 
and his preſent Majeſty, who have been juſt and 
merciful Princes ; That our preſent Sovereign King 
George II. is remarkable for his Honeſty, Steddineſs 
and Courage, and deſerves our Love and Eſteem on 
Account of his perſonal Character, and the Mildneſs 
of his Government ;---That we have good Ground to 
promiſe many Bleſſings to our Poſterity from the Prin- 


ces of his Family ;---That the Memory of the late 


King James can never make Britons fond of any 
Perſon pretending to be deſcended from him ; That 
the Pretender is a moſt bigotted Papiſt, and has been 
educated in the'moſt ſuperſtitious and tyrannical Max- . 
ims of the Courts of France and Rome; That he lyes 
under the moſt ſtrict Obligations to both theſe Courts, 
the moſt dangerous Enemies of the Britiſb Nation; 
That he muſt have conceived the moſt bitter Enmity 
againſt the Form of our Goverment in Church and 
State, and againſt all its firm Friends and Suppor- 
ters; That by the Specimen he hath given us of his 
Principles and Inclinations in his Manifeſto, he hath - 


| ſhown, that he has neither ſuch a Regard to our In- 


tereſt nor our Conſtitution, as might have been ex- 
pected either from a found Politician, endeavouring 
to gain our Favour, or from a ſincere Lover of our 
Country; and that, upon all theſe Accounts, he is 
perhaps of all Mankind _ moſt unfit to — | 
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Britain, and is bent on 12 Ruin of our Conflituti- 


on, and introducing Popery and arbitrary Power ;--- 
That his Son, whom he hath conſtituted Regent, by 
his illegal and exorbitant Demands and Exactions of 
Money, which, according to our happy Conſtituti- 
on, cannot be levied but by an Act of Parliament, 
and not having, fo far as I can learn, in any of his 
Proclamations, diſclaimed the Power of levying Mo- 
ney by the ſole Authority of the King, or founded 
his Right to levy Money on the Neceſſities of the 
Time, and the Infant State of his Government, and 
by authoriſing his Officers to ſearch for Horſes and 
Arms in ſuch a hoſtile Manner, and by behaving in 
all Reſpects rather like one who thought he was in 
an Enemy's Country, than in a Kingdom to which 
his Father laid Claim, hath given us ſuch a Specimen 
of what we might expect from him and his Family, 
as ought to render us altogether irreconcileable to 
their Claims. And on the whole, it muſt be evi- 
dent, that the preſent Rebellion, raiſed againſt ſuch 
a King, Conſtitution and Government, in Favour 
of ſuch a Pretender, and conducted with ſuch Ty- 
ranny and Oppreſſion, even all that can be ſafely ex- 
erciſed by their Ringleaders in their preſent Weak- 
neſs, 1s entirely owing either to a groſs Ignorance of 
Religion, or a blind Superſtition 1 in their Maxims of 
Government, and affords a glaring and melanchol- 
ly Proof, that Violence and Oppreſſion, dwell in the 
Manſions of Ignorance and Error. 
I proceed now, in the laſt Place, to draw ſome 5 
Inferences from this Obſervation: Ad 
Firſt, Let us imitate the Pſalmiſt in the prayer he 


puts up, Have reſpecs unto the covenant, in each of 


the Senſes in which I obſerved it might be under- 
5 ſtood. And, in the firſt een let us pray, Fes we 


in 
ads . —_— „ 
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re Be 

in this Iſland may be reſtored. to our former Liberty 
and Happineſs, when we were ſecure in the free Ex 
erciſe of our Religion, and fafe from Violence and 
Oppreſſion: And for this End, that God would at 


this Time difappoint, and for ever-extinguiſh the 


Hopes of a Popiſh Pretender, and of all his Friends 
and Abettors; that he would eminently bleſs our . 


Sovereign King George, and his Family, inſpire'and 


direct his Councils, and give Succeſs to his Arms by 
Sea and Land, put a ſpeedy End to the Rebellion, 
reſtore Peace to every Corner of the Land, and fo. 
order it, in his wiſe and good Providence, that the 
Conſequences of this Rebellion may be great- and 
happy, in the further Security of the Succeſſion to 
the Crown in the illuſtrious Family now upon the 
Throne, and further ſtrengthening our extellent 
Conſtitution ; and that-after the Rebellion is happi- 
ly at an End, Great Britain may make a wiſe and ſe- 
rious, and a religious and reaſonable Improvement 

of ſo great a Calamity, Ht 3 d 
And, 24h, That God in his Providence would 


enlighten the dark Places of the Earth with true 


Knowledge, and eſpecially the Knowledge of true 
Religion: That he weuld put an End to Pagan and 
Mahometan Superſtition and Darkneſs, deliver the 
Chriſtian Churches from Popiſh Ignorance and Ty- 
ranny, put a Stop to Perſecution for Conſcience 
Sake, and to all the Cruelties which flow from Bi: 
gotry, Ignorance and Error: That he would pre- 
ſerve the reformed Churches from all the ſecret and 
open Attempts of the Church of Rome, and bring 
the Reformation to a greater Ripeneſs and Perfecti- 
on; and that he would raiſe up Inſtruments, and 
give Succeſs to all Means and Endeavours for en- 
lightening the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland. 2 
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As a Second Inference, Let us who enjoy the pure 
Light of the Goſpel, and ſuch excellent Means of 
5 in all Sorts of Knowledge; who live un- 
der a legal Government, and ſo mild and gentle an 
Adminiſtration, be ſenſible of the Greatneſs of our 
Mercies, be thankful to God for them, and never 
ſuffer ourſelves to be miſled by the falſe Repreſenta- 
tions and artful Cries of cunning and ill- deſigning 
Men, to deſpiſe and undervalue fuck great Mercies, 
and far leſs to throw them away wantonly, and with- 
out Thought, and as it were in a Frolick and Piece 
of Humour: But let us improve our Advantages 


well, and preſerve our Privileges with the greateſt 
Cue. 


Thirdly, Let us not only pray for, and pity others 
who ſit in Darkneſs, but embrace every Opportunity 
Providence gives us of diſpelling this Darkneſs : And 
how little ſoever any of us may be able to 92 let us 
not neglect even that Little. 

- I ſhall not at preſent take up your Time in Lying 
before you the various Methods, by which we may 
contribute to this good End, and the powerful Mo- 
tives which ought to excite us: This is leſs neceſſa 
as theſe Things have been excellently repreſented in 
the Sermons Which have been preached on former 
Occaſions of this Nature, which many of you have 
heard, and which are to be ſeen in Print. I ſhall 
only beg Leave to put you in mind of one Method, 
by contributing, according to your Ability, to the 
8 _ of the Society for propagating Chriftion Know- 
EIN 

T am erties | it is needleſs fort me at this Time, 

after the Society has ſubſiſted fo long, and been, 


may I not ſay, univerſally approved, to ſet forth the 
Nature ang Coniitution of it; 3 how well the Funds 


have 


& 
have been 8 and that the Succeſs of this ex · 


cellent Deſign has been very conſiderable: But it 
muſt be proper to lay before you the preſent State of 
their Schools, Scholars and Miſſionaries: And I am 
inſtructed to acquaint you, 
That there are 139 Schools maintained by dhe So- 
cen in the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, ws 
That according to the lateſt Reports, there are 
5500 Scholars at theſe Schools; beſides 73 Boys and 
74 Girls in the Poor's Houſe in Edinburgh, and a 


conſiderable Number in the Orphan's Hoſpital. 


And that there are two Miſſionaries and an Inter- 
preter employed upon Dr. Wilkams's Mortification, 


in inſtructing the Indians in Long- Iand, in n the Pro- 


vince of New-York in America. 


From which you may ſee, that this Society is very 
uſeful, and well deſerves to be encouraged ; and I 
cannot but call on all to contribute liberally to ſup- 
port it, as God hath bleſſed them with the Riches ' 
of this World, and as the Circumſtances of their Fa- 
milies, and other reaſonable and neceſſary Demands 
will permit them. | 

Before I conclude, I cannot but take Notice of 
one very powerful Argument, for encouraging and 
ſupporting the Society; an Argument which could 
not be adduced with ſuch Force in former Sermons 
of this Kind, as it did not then ſubſiſt, (would to 
God it never had ſubſiſted) namely, the Diſtrels and 
Ravages occaſioned by the preſent Rebellion, be- 
gun, and chiefly ſupported by Highlanders ; 3 all 
Britain has felt this Diſtreſs, and we in this City 


have been unfortunate in a particular Manner: With» 


out the Highland Clans, there had been no Re- 
bellion at all; and the —_ Clans never would 


have 


t, 


a> 3h fo Rn od hel ils 7 eg ited Wien e 
have engaged in it, had chey not been ignorant and 


1 
- 
* 


ſuperſtitious, ill inſtructed, and uncivilized: Should 
we not therefore, even for our own Sakes, ſupport a 
Society for the Reformation of, theſe Highland Clans, 

have ſeen and felt that they are capable of 


Ww , 
| . e o 
„Nor kt any one fay, The Society has done no 
Good, and, notwithſtanding the Noiſe about propa- 
gating Chriſtian Knowleage, and the great Number of 
Schools and Scholars in the Highlands, the High- 
lands are as much uncivilized as ever. Tis true, 
the Society has not been able to prevent the Re- 
bellion, nor could ſo much be expected from them, 
conſidering the Ignorance and Superſtition of the 
Highlanders at the Time of the Revolution; con- 
 figering alſo the Smallneſs of the Society's Funds, and 
that it will require a great Length of Time, and 
more ſtrenuous. Endeavours, wholly to root out that 
Superſtition in Religion and Government, which 
reigns in the Highlands; this is ſo great a Work, 
that we muſt certainly leave it to the Wiſdom of the 
\ Legiſlature and Adminiſtration, to fall on proper 
J. effectual Methods to bring it to Perfection: 
But I may venture to affirm, that among other 
Methods * this, the Labours of this Society 
will be very uſeful, and that the Society has already 
dane good Service, in Conjunction with the Com- 
ittees of our e Aſſemblies for managing the 
Royal Bounty of 1000 J. Sterling per annum, to main- 
. rain Itinerant Preachers and Catechiſts in the High- 
lands: A. Bounty which may truly be called Royal, 
and was worthy of that Regard and Tenderneſs 
ſhewn to the Highlanders after the laſt Rebellion by 
the late King George, who, after giving them ſuch 
a ſignal Mark of his Clemency in an ample Indemni- 
; | | | ty, 
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| ty, ſet on Foot this annual Donation for curing . | 
their Ignorance and Superſtition. This good Ex- 
ample has been followed by his prefent Majeſty, 

who hath continued the Grant every Year ſince 
he came to the Throne, in which, as well as by : 
other Marks of his Bounty to the Highland Clans, 

he has ſhown how much he chuſes to govern 
them in the mildeſt Manner. By Means of this 

8 Bounty, and the Labours of the S4 ſome con- 

7 ſiderable Good has been done, and much more may 

G be done, if the Managers of the Society are enabled 

5 to encreaſe the Number of their Schools, and had 
ſufficient Funds for training up the Children to A- 
oriculture and Manufactures, according to their Se- 
cond Patent, Examples of Knowledge, Induſtry and 


5 Labour, in theſe uncultivated Places, could not fail 
d of having a good Effect, and the Highlanders would 
4 be recovered by Degrees from an Inclination to Po- 
it pery, and a ſuperſtitious Regard to the pretended” 
"4 Son of the abdicated King, and a flaviſh Attach- 
, ment to the Chiefs of their Clans, and would gra- 
es dually learn to aſſert their Liberty like other Brztifþ 
* Subjects, in the ſame Manner as the Commons of 
5 England vindicated themſelves from their ſervile Sub- 
4 jection to the petty Tyrants of former Times. May 


God, in his wiſe and good Providence, bring e 
N this happy Event for his Mercies TR CS | 
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